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task of arranging its readings, and weighing them, with reference to 
their supposed priority. The main conclusions may be briefly sum- 
marized. While recognizing the great antiquity of some of D's char- 
acteristic readings, some of which go back to a time prior to the 
recognition of Acts as canonical, Professor Weiss declines to admit the 
claim that its text is older than that of the other great uncials, or the 
scientific legitimacy of undertaking to restore an independent Western 
text. He thus reaffirms what may be called the conservative position. 
The study of the Western text thus vigorously prosecuted during 
recent years shows no signs of diminution. Professor Hilgenfeld's 
edition of the Greek and Latin text of Acts is one of its most recent 
monuments; and in a late issue of Texts and Studies" Mr. Burkitt 
has declared his belief that " the earliest ' Western ' readings will be 
found no whit inferior to those of Codex B." The eyes of the text- 
critical world are on the Cambridge codex, and its appearance in fac- 
simile is thus singularly opportune. 

Edgar J. Goodspeed. 
The University of Chicago. 



Synonymik des neutestamentlichen Griechisch. Von Ger- 
hard Heine. Leipzig: E. Haberland, 1898. Pp. xxiv + 

222. M. 4. 

This book is evidently the result of much labor. In its preparation 
the author has made faithful use of the standard works on synonyms 
by Doderlein, Tittmann, Pillon, Schmidt, Trench ; the lexicons of 
Wahl, Grimm, Cremer; the grammars alike of classical and of New 
Testament Greek ; the revised translation of Luther, and the translation 
by Weizsacker, together with Bengel's Gnomon. His resources would 
have been materially augmented by an acquaintance with the more 
scholarly English commentaries, like those of Lightfoot, Westcott, 
Sanday, Plummer, and others ; as well as by the Bibelstudien of Pro- 
fessor Deissmann. 

After enlarging on the importance of the study of words, and 
stating the province and function of synonymic, in a section which, in 
spite of a somewhat lofty pedagogical tone, is rendered interesting by 
many well-chosen quotations from other writers on the subject and by 
apt illustrations, the author takes up his task in earnest by classifying 

11 P. M. Barnard, Clement of Alexandria's Biblical Text. With a preface by F. 
C. Burkitt. 
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the New Testament vocabulary in two chapters, first according to ety- 
mology and then according to signification. The former of these 
chapters, in which the words are grouped according to their deriva- 
tion and composition, must prove instructive to younger students (for 
whom, indeed, the book is confessedly designed ; see pp. v, 4, 5, 6, 
etc.), since it exhibits in detail the effect on a given stem of the various 
endings and prefixes. It will accordingly furnish a substantial help in 
the wholesome task of retranslating a passage from the vernacular into 
New Testament Greek. 

The second chapter, however, which comprises nearly three- 
quarters of the volume, is the one in which the words are discriminated 
according to their inherent significations, and to which accordingly 
the student of synonyms will naturally have recourse. In it the words 
are grouped according to external relations or logical categories in 
sixteen sections, which in turn are subdivided into numbered para- 
graphs, which paragraphs (to say nothing of their lettered subdivisions) 
run up in three or four instances into the thirties. A partial transcript 
of the contents of one or two sections will give a better idea of the book's 
arrangement than can any mere description. Section xi is entitled 
"Miscellaneous Human Activities," and is devoted to "1. Going; 2. 
Departing ; 3. Sending away ; 4. Leaping ; 5. Shaking off ; 6. Footsteps ; 
7. Doing and making," and so on, closing with "34. Competitive Con- 
tests; 35. Delaying; 36. Burdening; 37. Tarrying and Continuing; 
38. Withdrawing." Section xii has the caption "All Sorts of Human 
Conditions," and the paragraphs begin with " 1. Existence; 2. Usage ; 
3. Acquisition," etc., and close with " 30. Negatives ; 31. Very; 32- 
Except; 33. Before; 34. ev- 8«s- d-; 35. On behalf of." 

The embarrassment occasioned by this anomalous scheme of 
grouping, the author flatters himself, is obviated by the full alphabeti- 
cal " List of Words " which he has prefixed to the work. But, unfortu- 
nately, of the more than eighteen hundred words contained in this 
list nearly one-seventh are handled in two or more different places, 
some even in five; so that the reader is compelled to turn the pages to 
and fro before he can be sure that he is possessed of the author's 
views on a given term. The average German student must have more 
time and patience than his cis-Atlantic brother to be willing to search 
in from two to five different places for information which might have 
been given him at one opening of the book. This grave mistake in 
arrangement will certainly impair the work's usefulness. Moreover, 
the author's desire to make his book all-comprehensive (Preface, p. v) 
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has reduced it occasionally to the level of a mere vocabulary or word- 
book. It is surprising, too, that he has chosen to pay no attention to 
the different shades of meaning in which one and the same term is 
employed by different New Testament writers. 

But injustice would be done if the impression were given that the 
book is without merit. On the contrary, the skill of the experienced 
teacher can be discerned on many a page. The definitions are terse, 
clear, and sharply marked. The frequent joint employment of Latin 
and German in stating them is helpful, and the occasional references to 
Hebrew correspondents, and to examples from the Septuagint, are 
pertinent. The class of students for whom the work is primarily 
intended may explain why in the case of many debatable, and especially 
doctrinal, terms (for example, direct, •yXwo-oms XaAetv, orcpamj/Aa, en-iou- 
o-ios, tAaor^piov, Xoyos, etc.) we are given diverse interpretations, or 
are referred to the "commentaries." The typography is distinct, 
handsome, and fairlv accurate. 



Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Mass. 



J. H. Thayer. 



Kritisch-exegetischer Kommentar Ober das Neue Testa- 
ment. Begriindet von H. A. W. Meyer. Gottingen : 
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht. 

Abtheilung III. Die Apostelgeschichte. Von der 5. Auflage an neu- 
bearbeitet von Dr. Hans Hinrich Wendt. 8. Auflage, 1899. 
Pp. iv-f-427. Bound, M. 7.50. 

The book of Acts is the New Testament writing in the study of 
which an opportunity is given to compare history of an uncertain 
date and authorship with contemporary documents ; that is to say, a 
book in which the critical question is of more importance than inter- 
pretation. The contemporary documents are the epistles of Paul, 
and secondarily the Apocalypse, the synoptical gospels, and the epistle 
of James. What the traditionalists deny is not the opportunity for such 
comparison, but that the comparison presents a critical problem, a 
difficulty. This difficulty is the evident existence of a controversy 
between Paul and the Twelve, which appears in the documents, and 
the reduction of this to an inconsequential and polite difference in 
the history. The problem presented is admitted by Wendt in general 
terms, and due acknowledgment is made of the discovery of the 
problem by Baur. Wendt finds the source of the difficulty (1) in a 



